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Abstract
The subjectivity and agency of mainly Muslim women in the Middle East has always
neglected, and their presence and participation in the public arena has limited due to
the legacy of cultural traditions left from the past and patriarchal interpretations of
religious texts. From the beginning of the Islamic Renaissance movement in the second
half of the 19th century in the Middle East until now, the issue of women has always
been an inseparable part of this movement, and all other intellectual currents have
addressed it in one way or another. With the rise of Islamism in the Middle East, not
only was there no improvement in the status of women, but the view of women as a
tool prevented them from realizing their ideal of liberation and legal equality. Since the
end of the 20th century, a new intellectual movement known as post-Islamism emerged
in the Middle East, which has sparked recent debates on women. The question that we
address in this article is: what is the difference between the attitude of Islamism and
post-Islamism towards the issue of women, and what effect has this had on the
movement for equality and freedom of women in the Middle East? By using a
documentary method and descriptive-explanatory approach, we tried to find a suitable
answer to this question by using secondary data. Studies show that the attitude of post-
Islamism in comparison to Islamism arouses more hope for the realization of the ideal
of liberation and equality, and the women of the Middle East today have more hope for
their future in the light of this discourse and are more determined than in the past to
overcome historical obstacles and they take a step in the public arena with their culture
of inclusive participation.
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