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Abstract
Slow and inconclusive process of Turkey's accession negotiations with the
European Union and the withdrawal of the issue from the agenda of Turkish
foreign policy led to the efforts by the Turkish Islamist government to increase
its regional power and activity in the Middle East. Turkey's domestic issues,
particularly those of opposition groups, as well as domestic reform movements
such as the Fethullah Gulen movement, have led to the formation of various
human rights claims against the country in the European Council's human rights
forums. The aim of this study is to examine the role of human rights norms in
the relations between Turkey and the Council of Europe. Therefore, the
researcher has used the critical thinking method of Soheil Enayatullah to study
the human rights challenges posed by the Council of Europe to the Republic of
Turkey during the rule of Islamists. The findings of this study indicate that
human rights disputes between them are rooted at different levels. As we move
to the inner level of the challenge, fewer possible alternatives to resolve the
disputes exist, and the more fundamental the level of challenge becomes.
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